
TOOLKIT

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN

About this Toolkit
Great attention is given to the care of children, young people and their parents by all of the 

world’s major religions and in UK society faith groups are particularly important providers of 

support and activity for them. This toolkit is aimed at helping places of worship and faith-based 

community organisations to be better informed of what they might do to provide the very best 

care for children and young people.
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INFORMATION

For more advice and support on any of 
the issues raised in the toolkit please 
contact Near Neighbours on:

w www.near-neighbours.org.uk 

 www.facebook.com/nearneighbours

 @nearneighbours 

 @nearneighbours

Faithfully safeguarding children and young people

This Near Neighbours Toolkit has been developed in partnership with the St Philip’s Centre and  
has been written by John McCallum, Near Neighbours East Midlands Coordinator. 

John would like to acknowledge the many people and organisations that have provided information 
and advice that have contributed to the information in each toolkit. 



SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE

WWW.NEAR-NEIGHBOURS.ORG.UK

Near Neighbours takes safeguarding seriously and recommends the NSPCC Multifaith Safeguarding Hub 

as a good source of help for diverse faith groups who want to develop and improve their awareness of 

safeguarding responsibilities. This toolkit is designed to identify the issues you may need to consider and 

suggest resources that will help you take practical steps with the leaders, worshippers, staff, volunteers 

and communities that contribute to your activity. Most of all, it is about helping you to treasure the 

amazing privilege we have in helping our children and young people grow into faithful citizens filled with 

hope and well-being from the positive experiences they have had from places of worship and faith-based 

community activity.

The NSPCC Multifaith Safeguarding Hub
The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, NSPCC, is the leading charity in the UK 

on the safeguarding of children and young people. It has a lot of experience of working with diverse 

faith groups to help them build their understanding of safeguarding. It has developed the Multifaith 

Safeguarding Hub as a web resource to help places of worship and faith-based community organisations. 

This provides both general safeguarding advice and faith specific examples with links to gain further help 

and support

So what is safeguarding?
It might be difficult to accept, but any child can be hurt, put at risk of harm or abused, regardless of their 

age, gender, religion or ethnicity. Faith communities are not immune from such issues.

Safeguarding legislation and government guidance says that safeguarding means:

n  Protecting children from maltreatment

n  Preventing impairment of children’s health or development

n  Ensuring that children are growing up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and 

effective care

n  Taking action to enable all children and young people to have the best outcome

And “the action we take to promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm...is everyone’s 

responsibility. Everyone who comes into contact with children and families has a role to play.”

Working together to safeguard children (HM Government 2015)



Why should your faith-based organisation be 
Safeguarding Aware?
Faithful people will not wish to see any obstacle preventing children and young people from growing in 

learning about their faith and being able to practice it without fear or harm. Faith groups will aim to be a 

place of safety for the young and a place where they can be part of a community that will nurture them 

as they grow. To do this effectively they will need to both feel safe and be kept safe. It is a real fact in our 

society that some individuals and groups do not see children and young people in such a respectful way 

and some actively seek to exploit or abuse them. If this is ever done in the name of faith it is against the 

convictions of the overwhelming majority of faithful people of all religions who condemn such behaviours. 

However, even with the best intentions for our children, if we have not spent some time in thinking about 

how we protect them, we are potentially failing them.

NSPCC Multifaith Safeguarding Hub
Your link to the Multifaith Safeguarding Hub: www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/safeguarding/

safeguarding-faith-communities/

The Multifaith Safeguarding Hub is part of a wider web content on support for Voluntary and 

Community Sector organisations: www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/safeguarding

Here are some links that will help you find what you might need:

For organisations in the early stages of thinking about safeguarding: 

www.nspcc.org.uk/services-and-resources/research-and-resources/2015/are-they-safe/ 

For a guide to a standards framework:

www.nspcc.org.uk/services-and-resources/research-and-resources/2014/safe-network-

standards/ 

There is also a Voluntary and Community Sector (VCS) self-assessment tool to enable you to access 

over 100 free templates, draft policies, procedures and other useful guidance documents to help you 

bring your safeguarding arrangements up to scratch. You can find the tool here: safeguardingtool.

nspcc.org.uk

If you want to keep up to date on good safeguarding practice that is happening in the VCS and 

on what is being offered to the VCS by the NSPCC, you can sign up to CASPAR, the NSPCC’s 

e-newsletter on current awareness service for practice, policy and research, here: www.nspcc.org.

uk/services-and-resources  
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Being safeguarding aware does not mean that you will get everything right. It does mean that you and the 

faith organisation you are part of will have taken time to develop and implement practices and procedures 

that will help you do your best for the children and young people in your care. As a consequence there 

are numerous benefits to being aware of safeguarding, including the reassurance within your organisation 

that you have not ignored the issue and that you satisfy external requirements. Most importantly, as 

people of faith, you will care enough about your faith teachings to willingly safeguard the young and 

vulnerable.

What do you need to do to become safeguarding aware?
To help you explore what might be involved, the NSPCC Multifaith Safeguarding Hub advises that the 

following safeguards should be adopted by a faith-based organisation:

n  Your leadership should set a strong, positive example and membership/participants should regularly 

discuss safeguarding, taking practical steps to protect children and young people from harm and abuse.

n  Make sure your organisation has policies and actions/procedures in place for child protection, 

promoting children’s welfare, dealing with bullying and preventing avoidable accidents (whilst 

recognising that we can’t ‘wrap children in cotton wool’ and they need to have fun).

n  Ensure staff and volunteers are recruited safely and are able to access support and training that helps 

them to understand their role in safeguarding, how they should behave towards children and young 

people and what they should do if they are worried or concerned.

n  Clearly demonstrate to worshippers/project users that your group is responsible and has pride in its 

work in safeguarding children and young people.  Helping everyone to be aware is a great way of 

reinforcing good practice.

You may also want to develop safeguards because you:

n  Have been told that you need a child protection policy and procedures in order to get funding or public 

liability insurance;

n  Are applying for charitable status, and the Charity Commission has asked if you have a child protection 

policy;

n  Suspect, or have experienced, an incident of abuse and want to make sure it doesn’t happen again;

n  Have read or seen news about a case of child abuse.

For many small and emergent groups, and even larger ones with an established activity, the responsibility 

of being safeguarding aware can be daunting when first considered. The NSPCC Multifaith Safeguarding 

Hub is designed to make it easier to understand and put in place safeguarding arrangements and has 

brought together excellent tools and examples that you can use. Using the links in this toolkit you can 

access this free resource in your own time and join with other faith groups across the country that are 

passionate about protecting children and young people. 
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Which one was safeguarding aware?

Story One:

A place of worship held youth club sessions in the evenings. The Management Committee knew all the 
adult volunteers involved and planned to drop in occasionally to keep any eye on things. They agreed 
those involved were not employees so didn’t need Disclosure and Barring Service checks. The youth 
club volunteers occasionally used their cars to take the youngsters to a 5-a-side football pitch.  As it 
was only a short trip each adult could take four young people in their car.

Story Two:

A place of worship held organised youth club sessions. The Management Committee decided adult 
volunteers could only become part of the youth club team after Disclosure and Barring Service checks, 
even those who had been part of the worshipping community for many years. The Management 
Committee asked a volunteer to go on youth leader training and act as leader for the club. They 
provided regular reports and helped organise safeguarding training for every adult involved. A planned 
programme of activity included 5-a-side football trips and volunteers who would use their cars met 
the leader who took a copy of their driving licence and insurance in advance. Each driver would be 
accompanied by another adult volunteer. They ensured that parents gave their permission and advised 
them of departure and return times.

TWO CONTRASTING STORIES

Safeguarding Inter/Intra faith activity–  
whose responsibility is it?
Near Neighbours works with many projects that involve more than one faith-based organisation. 

Sometimes they will be of the same faith but often they will be from a number of different faiths. So 

which of the different faith organisations involved in a project has overall safeguarding responsibility? 

The simple answer is that the responsibility is held by everyone and every organisation who is involved 

will have a part to play in safeguarding children and young people in any inter/intra faith engagement we 

participate in. From what we have already discussed in this toolkit it can be understood that it is not good 

enough just to assume another group or organisation is safeguarding aware or has effective policy and 

procedure. If we participate in any interfaith activity we should expect the same good standards as we 

set in our own organisation. However, don’t expect a new migrant community to have all the developed 

procedures that a long established place of worship might have.  Different faiths and cultures may need 

to communicate in a way that is relevant to them.  For instance, some women may find it easier to talk 

safeguarding in an all-women’s group. Be prepared to share quality time in exploring the issue. The 

learning you do together will be extremely valuable to all concerned.
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To enable safeguarding in an inter/intra faith activity 
involving children and young people you will want to: 
n  Discuss with your other faith partners the importance of safeguarding.

n  Agree that you will jointly adopt the policy and practice required to ensure that children are kept safe.

n  Appoint an individual(s) who will be responsible for ensuring activity is safe and to whom any concerns 

can be reported so that action can be taken (If you already have a safeguarding officer in your 

organisation, make sure they are linked to the equivalent person in the other faith organisation).

n  Make sure that everyone involved in the activity is aware of their role in safeguarding and offer training 

where needed.

n  Most of all be prepared to listen to the concerns of children, their parents and others, ensure that these 

are recorded, reported to the person(s) responsible for safeguarding and check that appropriate action is 

taken to address the concerns raised.

Do we need to use the disclosure and barring service? 
The Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) helps employers and also organisations using volunteers make 

safer recruitment decisions and prevent unsuitable people from working with vulnerable groups, including 

children. It replaces the Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) and Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA). 

There are some types of work and volunteering within faith-based organisations and places of worship 

for which you should ensure that employees or volunteers have a DBS check and are not listed as barred 

from taking part in such activity.  
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As well as the NSPCC Multifaith Safeguarding Hub, large and experienced faith bodies will have their own 

safeguarding resources, as will networks of smaller organisations. Always check with such agencies to 

see what advice and support they can offer as part of your membership. Also check what standards they 

require you to adopt as good practice.

There are many safeguarding training courses available for voluntary sector and faith organisations, some 

offered by local infrastructure bodies such as Volunteer Centres and Voluntary Service Councils which can 

be low cost and locally relevant. Sometimes local authorities will offer this training at little or no charge. 

Local authority areas will have what is called a Safeguarding Children Board. This has a statutory duty to 

co-ordinate how agencies work together to safeguard and promote the well-being of children and young 

people in their area and to ensure the effectiveness of the safeguarding arrangements. They will be keen 

to work with faith communities to help them gain help and advice. 

Together we can take real steps to ensure children 

and young people are safeguarded in our faith-based 

organisations and places of worship. However, if 

you have any concern that a child or young person 

is at risk of harm or abuse, or that someone in 

your organisation could pose a risk to children and 

young people, you must report this to the person 

responsible in your organisation for safeguarding. 

This will be a person commonly called a designated 

child protection (or safeguarding) officer or in some 

cases it will be the leader, chairperson or faith leader 

of the place of worship or the faith organisation who 

has designated and accountable responsibility. If 

you do not have such a person in your organisation/

place of worship or if you think that the designated 

person is not taking your concerns seriously it is 

your responsibility to report your concerns to the 

local social services or the police. 

Other sources of help

Our responsibility for safeguarding

Near Neighbours thanks you for your interest in safeguarding and encourage you to use the 
learning offered in this toolkit to take positive action in your place of worship or faith-based 
organisation to contribute to the safety of children and young people in our communities.
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Near Neighbours has funded many projects that safeguard children and young people. The 

examples here have been adapted from actual projects to offer ideas that your place of worship or 

faith-based project might wish to adopt. 

After school club
Based in the local community hall, an after school club for children runs during school term time. Grant 

funded and therefore free quality childcare is offered in a safe environment that fosters diverse family 

interaction. The club, which is staffed by volunteers from a mosque, church and gurdwara, operates Monday 

to Friday and as well as working with the children also seeks to develop positive relationships amongst the 

neighbourhood’s families. Three schools act as a conduit through which participants are drawn and pupils 

from four different faiths and ten ethnicities locally are represented. The volunteers meet weekly to discuss 

activity including safeguarding and have annual refresher training on how to be safeguarding aware.

Mothers and children’s project
A Hindu-led Asian arts group runs a lullaby and children’s story project that gathers mothers and their young 

children. They meet and sing together, encouraging diverse friendships and strengthening family bonds. This 

has been developed with the local church, an Interfaith Forum and local Muslim and Hindu residents. They 

are safeguarding aware and ensure that volunteers have Disclosure and Barring Service checks. 

Near Neighbours project ideas for working with  
children and young people
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Youth club allotment project
A youth club works with young people from many faiths and ethnicities and 

teaches them to use energy in a positive way and to take out any aggression 

in boxing skills on the punch-bag and not on other people. This project focuses 

on developing young people’s health and well-being and realised that a good 

diet has an important part to play. The project decided to rent an allotment and 

encourage the youngsters to grow their own healthy vegetables and benefit 

from manual activity outdoors. With the relationships built, young people 

adopt a more positive lifestyle and have better peer interactions. Because 

they feel safe and positively engaged they often talk about the challenges 

and sometimes abuse they have faced and the club is able to offer informed 

safeguarding advice and interactions to them as a result. 

Crèche and Mums Support Group
Designed to help minority ethnic mums and their young children, a crèche 

and associated projects are delivered by volunteers from a faith group. The 

core activity is a meet and chat crèche session that builds relationships and 

listens to mums’ needs. From the contacts and trust developed they offer 

basic education classes and an NHS fitness group. They found, however, that 

many mums from ethnic minority communities do not attend due to child 

care needs, or unfamiliarity with using crèche services. Often mums fear any 

sort of involvement with society and that a ‘big brother state’ might take their 

children away.

Following the advice of Heath Visitors and Social Workers, the group seeks 

to make low key initial contacts and offer a crèche service that is more 

accessible. Over time, mums lose some of their fears and begin to access 

childcare, health and other provision and this contributes to the safety and 

well-being of their young children as well as helping them access statutory 

services.

Near Neighbours is funded by


